FELLOW membership

Since 2005 Design Factory has developed a strong network of selected designer/makers who continue to prove their commitment to Design Factory and the UK craft and design sector.  Over the years they have grown in their practice and have become leaders in their field of expertise.  Fellowship provides substantial benefits to our established makers and offers an opportunity to 'give something back'.  

Fellows become part of our team and play an important role in the development of Design Factory and our relationship with The National Centre for Craft & Design.  There is also an opportunity to become mentors for Design Factory, aiding the professional development of our newer members.

Fellowship is by invitation only following 2 years of Flair membership.  Consideration is given to membership commitment, participation and contribution to Design Factory’s programme and business development.  

Fee: £75 (+ 20% VAT) per year

Exclusive to Fellows:

· Invitation to attend quarterly meetings to contribute and inform the future development of Design Factory  
· Opportunity to take part in the independent selection of Design Factory membership
· Opportunity to become a Design Factory mentor 

· Access to unlimited advice and support

· Profile and exposure through our online Fellowship directory featuring 4 images, contact details and artist statement

· Opportunity to exhibit with Design Factory at national, regional and international exhibitions as an accredited Fellow

· Opportunity to take part in all projects and opportunities facilitated through Design Factory/ The National Centre for Craft & Design

· Opportunity to deliver learning opportunities at The National Centre for Craft & Design
· Exhibition and retail opportunities at The National Centre for Craft & Design

· Exclusive discount on professional development events at The National Centre for Craft & Design

· Fellows are expected to display the Design Factory logo on all publicity

Other benefits:

· Invitation to two membership get together events per year (Fellows are expected to attend at least one event per year)
· Promotion and exposure through our fortnightly e-newsletter

· Free banner advertising through www.designfactory.org.uk

· Invitation to all CPD events, exhibitions and private views 

· Access to the discount initiative

· New market development opportunities 

· Research and development opportunities

· New order and commission opportunities

· Regional, national and international promotion to consumers and buyers

· Opportunities to collaborate with other designers, organisations and industry 

· Up to date information on the craft and design opportunities and news

* Additional costs may apply

Design Factory

Design Factory is the leading craft development agency in the UK.  Since 2005 we have been developing exceptional craft and design talent from the East Midlands and providing an international platform for designer/makers to achieve their ambitions.

Design Factory has merged with The National Centre for Craft & Design to create a NEW and inspiring ‘home’ for the UK's craft and design sector.  In our new venture, we will continue to develop talent from the East Midlands and for the first time, we now offer makers from the UK the opportunity to join Design Factory.

Our Priorities:  

· To nurture and grow quality businesses, creating an environment for designer/makers to thrive and ensuring the sector is at the cutting edge of creativity, design and expertise. 

· To champion excellence and innovation penetrating and strengthening new markets for the selling and collecting of craft and design both nationally and internationally.
· To work in partnership facilitating collaboration, developing and maximising new opportunities for the long-term development of the sector.

Our membership:

Design Factory promotes artistic integrity, raises the standard of craft and design and commercially supports and develops the very best designer/makers in craft practice today.  
Our renowned membership is synonymous with high quality, creativity, innovation and fresh design talent. To reflect this we have an independent selection process (that includes representation from industry specialists) to assess excellence and quality of product and advise on appropriate professional development routes.

We offer 6 levels of subscription that are tailored to emerging, new, mid-career and established makers, to support professional development through our membership levels.  
We also welcome those who share our commitment to craft including enthusiasts, patrons, collectors, galleries and friends.
We support the following craft and design disciplines:
· Ceramics

· Design for built environment: architectural design 3D 

· Furniture

· Glass

· Jewellery

· Lighting  

· Metal work (architectural)

· Metal work (silver and fine)

· Mixed Media  
· Mosaics
· Paper

· Photography

· Print

· Product design

· Sculpture

· Textiles: fashion

· Textiles: interiors

· Visual Arts 2D (excluding painting)

· Wood

Three selection meetings take place each year and application deadlines are on 1st of April, August and December.  

Subscription fees apply to each level of membership and an administrative fee of £18 (including 20% VAT) is payable on first application.
For more information, please contact our Membership Manager, Hayley Banks:

Design Factory

The National Centre for Craft & Design

Navigation Wharf

Sleaford, Lincs, NG34 7TW

T: 01529 414532

M: 07795 450279 

E: hayley@designfactory.org.uk
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