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Deadline for Applications: Friday 29 September 2006
The demand for information about the Japanese market for contemporary British design-led crafts and applied arts continues to grow.  Since 2001, the Crafts Council has worked extensively to develop a profile for design-led British crafts in the Japanese market.  To date, 80 designer/makers have participated in research visits and exhibitions to explore export opportunities and the commercial potential for their work in Japan.  

In March 2006 Design Factory, (working in partnership with the Crafts Council, Arts Council England East Midlands and UK Trade and Investment), took over the delivery of the export development strategy for Japan and now nationally delivers the annual research opportunity.

Design Factory is a not-for-profit organisation that supports the long-term development and commercial growth of the design and craft sector in the East Midlands.  Design Factory delivers an ambitious programme of market and business development support that works to raise the profile and create new opportunities for regional designer-makers and manufacturers.  

There will be places for up to 20 delegates on the 2007 mission.  Applications are invited from designer/makers currently based in England, Scotland or Wales.  
Design Factory, Arts Council England East Midlands and UKTI staff will be accompanying the mission and preparing an itinerary that will include gallery/ studio visits and retail tours.

DATES

The core period of the trip will be from Wednesday 14 to Thursday 22 March 2007 (inclusive).  

It is acknowledged that visiting Japan can be costly however, to maximise the benefits of your trip it is recommended that you plan to stay longer, if possible.  

In 2007, British designer/makers have been invited to take part in an exhibition at the Ozone Design Center, Tokyo will run from Thursday 15 to Monday 19 March 2007 (inclusive).  Installation:  Wednesday 14 March.  Breakdown:  Monday 19 March.
Please note that this will be a selected opportunity and will focus on Interiors.  |If you wish to apply please indicate this on the application form.
For the very first time the research trip will also explore Kyoto.  It is anticipated that the mission will travel to Kyoto on the morning of Tuesday 20 March 2007 and return to Tokyo on Thursday 22 March.  

Please note that it is compulsory that all delegates attend an in-market briefing that will be held in Tokyo on the morning of Wednesday 14 March and a reception that will take place at The Ozone Design Center, Tokyo on Thursday 15 March.   

There will be a full itinerary prepared for all delegates for the duration of the trip.  Delegates are able to opt in and out of activities however all activities must be booked.

COSTS

The total cost of your trip will obviously depend on the purpose of your visit and your individual itinerary.  
To give you a rough guideline:    
Design Factory has looked in to the possibility of a discount group booking with Virgin Atlantic. This is likely to cost £568 per person and will depart from Heathrow to Tokyo on Monday 12th March and return on Friday 23 March.  To ensure that you have time to overcome jetlag before the first working day of the trip, it is recommended that you leave the UK no later than Monday 12 March 2007.

We will also be arranging group accommodation at the Hotel Asia Center, Tokyo.  This is centrally based and will suit all delegates for the stay in Tokyo.  This will cost approximately £60 per night.  Group accommodation will also be booked for those wishing to join the mission in Kyoto.  

Should you be selected to participate in the mission, you will be sent group flight and hotel booking details in October.

You should also allow for at least £50 per day subsistence.

UKTI TRAVEL GRANTS

UK Trade and Investment and Arts Council England will provide travel grants to support delegates with the cost of the mission.
A travel grant of £700 is available; this is paid retrospectively, on completion of an evaluation within one month of the trip’s completion. The grant is limited to only one participant per company, although more than one person from each company may accompany the group. 

In order to quality for assistance, you must:

· Attend a pre-market briefing day in Nottingham on 29th November 2006.

· Spend a minimum of nine consecutive working days in Japan, (this is the minimum time considered practical if you are to benefit from your visit).  

· Attend a briefing meeting in Tokyo on the morning of Wednesday 14th March 2007.   Venue and time to be confirmed.
· Attend a reception at The Ozone Design Center, Tokyo on Thursday 15th March 2007.  Time to be confirmed.
MARKET INFORMATION AND PROGRAMME ARRANGEMENT

The aim of the research trip to Japan is to present a balanced overview of the British craft, design and applied arts sector.  Design Factory will drive forward the work of previous missions improving contacts and international networks, generating new opportunities for individuals and establishing an understanding of the market potential.

It is recommended that successful delegates should seek to maximise opportunities whilst in Japan and research the market ahead of the mission.  Delegates are strongle advised to contact their regional UKTI international adviser to assist in commissioning specific research. This would need to be initiated 8 weeks ahead of the mission.  
If this your first visit to Japan, it is likely that you will require assistance from the British Embassy, UKTI and the British Council offices in Japan to identify suitable contacts, clients or customers.  Please note that these are chargeable services and additional fees will be payable, details of which are available from UKTI.  To access these services contact your local international trade adviser that will be able to discuss the research service with you and signpost you to appropriate areas of support.  Visit www.uktradeinvest.gov.uk for more information.
The British Council’s Creative Industries Export Promotion unit or the British Embassy’s Commercial desk in Tokyo undertakes market research and programme arrangements.  Both operate the same scale of charges and your request for market knowledge or a detailed programme will be directed to the most appropriate body for the area of the sector you are researching.  For example, the commercial desk would supply information about retail outlets and the British Council would provide information about museums and galleries.

Copies of the “British Crafts in Japan 2006 evaluation” and “Market Research Report” will be available to all successful applicants.  You can also download a short DVD from www.designfactory.org.uk which provides information of the 2006 mission.  
On 30th November 2006 (the day after the pre-market briefing day), Design Factory, Arts Council and UKTI are hosting Creative Outlook Far East.  This one-day conference will explore the opportunities for British makers in China and Japan.  The day will look at the economic and cultural background of the two markets and will hear from two designer/makers that are currently working in the Far East.   For information regarding this event and to download an application form please visit www.designfactory.org.uk.

ELIGIBILITY AND SELECTION CRITERIA

Applicants must be resident to England, Scotland or Wales and be working within the crafts sector, either as makers or sector representatives.

Selection will be based on the perceived viability and potential of individual proposals and the selectors will consider the following criteria:

· The extent to which the stated aims of the proposal seek to develop the profile of quality contemporary British crafts

· The purpose of the proposal and its likely effectiveness in a commercial and cultural context.

· The standard of the proposal and the inherent market knowledge and understanding.

· The support and networks available from other sources

· The benefit to the individual and their continuing professional development at an appropriate stage within their career

· The capacity of the individual to service overseas commercial enquiries and/or orders

Applications must be submitted by Friday 29 September 2006. Selection will take place early October.
APPLICATION

As well as completing the enclosed application form, we are keen to see information in support of your proposal, which might include exploring the following opportunities:

· Meeting with retail trade buyers to present samples, portfolios and product information

· Approaching commercial galleries to discuss exhibition proposals

· Meeting design agents and manufacturers

· Generating placements, residencies, lecturing and workshop opportunities

· Meeting with and consolidating existing contacts or responding to previous offers

· Considering cultural exchanges in order to develop a profile in the market

· Exploring techniques and materials suitable to the production of your work

INFORMATION REQUIRED

CHECKLIST:
1. Completed application form
2. SIX images with full descriptions of the work provided on a CD in jpg format (please note images will not be returned)
3.
An outline of what you wish to accomplish; giving background information, a summary of the aims and a full description of your proposed schedule/ objectives for the trip to Japan
FURTHER ADVICE

If you feel that you would like to discuss the mission and/or your possible participation in greater detail please contact:

Clare Edwards

Director, Design Factory

Direct Line: 01529 307054

Email: clare@designfactory.org.uk

Applications must be submitted by Friday 29 September to: 

British Crafts in Japan 2007
Units 7&8 Navigation Wharf

Carre Street, Sleaford

Lincolnshire, NG34 7TW

www.designfactory.org.uk
Supported by:
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